Changing gastric cancer treatment in the United States and the pursuit of quality.
The low incidence of gastric cancer in the US presents various quality challenges. For most US practitioners, individual experience is inadequate. Accrual to clinical trials testing new treatments can be daunting. However, through the use of nationally available clinical trials sponsored by many trial groups working in concert, and the use of national registries for treatment and outcome surveillance, a path to increased gastric cancer survival has been charted. Moreover, systems for continuous quality improvement at the institutional level are in place. Quality assurance is an increasing concern of both private and governmental groups. In this article, we summarize recent national US clinical trial findings concerning gastric cancer treatment, highlight national assessment systems for cancer outcomes, and describe what these systems tell us about the current status of gastric cancer care in the US, highlighting challenges and areas for potential improvement.